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What is claimed is: 

1 . A rack for d|ectrical equipment comprising: 

p 7 a base includ$ig access apertures for receiving wires therethrough and mounting 

apertures for securing the bale to a floor upon which the rack is mounted; 

a pair of vertically extending upright members having lower ends secured to 
opposite sides of the base, each upright member having a web, opposing first and second flanges 
projecting from the web, and cpenings for mounting electrical equipment thereon; 

a cross member extending between upper ends of the upright members; 

separate flange rtinforcing plates secured flat against interior surfaces of the 
flanges of the upright members ^id extending vertically from the lower ends of the upright 
members. 

2. A rack as set forth \ claim 1, wherein the reinforcing plates are attached to the 
flanges by welding. 

3. A rack as set forth in^laim 1, wherein each of the reinforcing plates extends about 
one-fifth the height of the upright members. 


4. A rack as set forth in claim 1, wherein at least a portion of one of the flanges of 
the upright members tapers towards theVveb from the lower ends of the upright members. 

5. A rack as set forth in claim 1, wherein the second flanges of the upright members 
each includes a lower portion extending upwardly from the lower end of the upright member, an 
upper portion extending downwardly fromlthe upper end of the upright member, and a tapered 
portion tapering towards the web between me lower and the upper portions. 
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6. A rack as set fortftin claim 1, wherein each of the upright members further 
prises a lip extending opposire the web from one of the first and the second flanges. 

7. A rack as set forth m claim 1, further comprising at least one brace secured to the 
cross-member and extending throu|h the web of each upright member, and secured to one of the 
flanges of each upright member. 

8. A rack as set forth in Slaim 7, wherein the cross member comprises a web and 
first and second flanges extending downwardly from the web of the cross member, and wherein 
the at least one brace is secured to int^ior surfaces of the first flanges of the cross member and 
the upright members. 

9. A rack as set forth in cla|m 1 , wherein the base comprises a bottom plate, an end 
wall extending upwardly from the botto^i plate, and a top wall extending horizontally from the 
end wall above the bottom plate. 

10. A rack as set forth in clairft 9, wherein the mounting apertures of the base are 
located in the bottom plate, and the top w|ll includes access opening positioned over the 
mounting apertures. 

11. A rack as set forth in claim I, wherein the bottom plate includes cut-outs 
accommodating the upright members, such|hat the lower ends of the upright members are 
unobstructed. 

12. A rack as set forth in claim 1, therein the base includes a bottom plate, side 
channels extending at an angle between the boftom plate and the webs of the upright members, 
and a central channel extending horizontally belWeen the side channels. 
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13. A rack as set forth mi claim 12, wherein the base further includes angled inserts 
including vertical sections positioned against the upright members and horizontal sections 
positioned against the bottom platelpd wherein the side channels extend at an angle between 
the vertical and horizontal portions o| the angle inserts. 

14. A rack for electrical equipment comprising: 

a base including accesslapertures for receiving wires therethrough and mounting 
apertures for securing the base to a flo|r upon which the rack is mounted; 

a pair of vertically extending upright members having lower ends secured to 
opposite sides of the base, each uprightlmember having a web, opposing first and second flanges 
projecting from the web, and openings ^or mounting electrical equipment thereon; 

a cross member extending between upper ends of the upright members; and 

wherein at least a portion fof one of the flanges of the upright members tapers 
towards the web from the lower ends of the upright members. 

15. A rack as set forth in claimll4, wherein the second flanges of the upright 
members each includes a lower portion extending upwardly from the lower end of the upright 
member, an upper portion extending dowmvardly from the upper end of the upright member, and 
a tapered portion tapering towards the weblbetween the lower and the upper portions. 

16. A rack as set forth in claim lU, wherein each of the upright members further 
comprises a lip extending opposite the web from one of the first and the second flanges. 

1 7. A rack as set forth in claim 14,mirther comprising at least one brace secured to 
the cross-member and extending through the wgb of each upright member, and secured to one of 
the flanges of each upright member. 
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18. A rack as set forth in cl|im 17, wherein the cross member comprises a web and 
first and second flanges extending downwardly from the web of the cross member, and wherein 
the at least one brace is secured to interior surfaces of the first flanges of the cross member and 
the upright members. 

19. A rack as set forth in claim ^4, wherein the base comprises a bottom plate, an end 
wall extending upwardly from the bottom p|ate, and a top wall extending horizontally from the 
end wall above the bottom plate. 

20. A rack as set forth in claim 1 9| wherein the mounting apertures of the base are 
located in the bottom plate, and the top wall includes access opening positioned over the 
mounting apertures. 

21 . A rack as set forth in claim 19,Rvherein the bottom plate includes cut-outs 
accommodating the upright members, such they: the lower ends of the upright members are 
unobstructed. 


22. A rack as set forth in claim 14, wherein the base includes a bottom plate, side 
channels extending at an angle between the bottom plate and the webs of the upright members, 
and a central channel extending horizontally between the side channels. 

23. A rack as set forth in claim 22, wfferein the base further includes angled inserts 
including vertical sections positioned against the upright members and horizontal sections 
positioned against the bottom plate, and wherein the side channels extend at an angle between 
the vertical and horizontal portions of the angle inlprts. 
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A rack for electrics equipment comprising: 


a base including access apertures for receiving wires therethrough and mounting 
rtures for securing the base to a floor upon which the rack is mounted; 

a pair of vertically extending upright members having lower ends secured to 
opposite sides of the base, each upriglrc member having a web, opposing first and second flanges 
projecting from the web, and openingafor mounting electrical equipment thereon; 

a cross member extending between upper ends of the upright members; and 

at least one brace secured to the cross-member and extending through the web of 
each upright member, and secured to one of the flanges of each upright member. 


/W ,11 
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25. A rack as set forth in ck 
first and second flanges extending do 
the at least one brace is secured to i 
the upright members. 


m 24, wherein the cross member comprises a web and 
wardly from the web of the cross member, and wherein 
inteigor surfaces of the first flanges of the cross member and 


comprises a lip extending opposite the 


26. A rack as set forth in claim 24, wherein each of the upright members further 


eb from one of the first and the second flanges. 


27. A rack as set forth in claim 24, wherein the base comprises a bottom plate, an end 

1 

wall extending upwardly from the bottom plate, and a top wall extending horizontally from the 
end wall above the bottom plate. 


28. A rack as set forth in claim 27, wherein the mounting apertures of the base are 

JL ir 


located in the bottom plate, and the top 
mounting apertures. 


includes access opening positioned over the 
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29. A rack as set fortfo in claim 27, wherein the bottom plate includes cut-outs 
ccommodating the upright menders, such that the lower ends of the upright members are 

unobstructed. 

30. A rack as set forth il claim 24, wherein the base includes a bottom plate, side 
channels extending at an angle betvSpen the bottom plate and the webs of the upright members, 
and a central channel extending horizontally between the side channels. 

31. A rack as set forth in caaim 30, wherein the base further includes angled inserts 
including vertical sections positioned against the upright members and horizontal sections 
positioned against the bottom plate, ai§i wherein the side channels extend at an angle between 
the vertical and horizontal portions of tie angle inserts. 


32. A rack as set forth in claim 24, wherein the at least one brace comprises two 


braces. 


33. A rack as set forth in claim 32, wherein each brace has a length equal to at least 
one quarter a length of the cross membeij 
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A rack for electircal equipment comprising: 


a base including Access apertures for receiving wires therethrough and mounting 
ertures for securing the base tela floor upon which the rack is mounted; 

a pair of verticalMextending upright members having lower ends secured to 
opposite sides of the base, each upright member having a web, opposing first and second flanges 
projecting from the web, and opemngs for mounting electrical equipment thereon; 

a cross member extending between upper ends of the upright members; and 

wherein the base includes a bottom plate, side channels extending at an angle 
between the bottom plate and the webs of the upright members, and a central channel extending 
horizontally between the side channels. 


35. A rack as set forth inlclaim 34, wherein the base further includes angled inserts 
including vertical sections positioneAagainst the upright members and horizontal sections 
positioned against the bottom plate, and wherein the side channels extend at an angle between 


the vertical and horizontal portions of the angle inserts 


36. A rack as set forth in claim 34, wherein each of the upright members further 
comprises a lip extending opposite the web from one of the first and the second flanges. 

37. A rack as set forth in clain^34, wherein the base comprises a bottom plate, an end 
wall extending upwardly from the bottom gjate, and a top wall extending horizontally from the 
end wall above the bottom plate. 


38. A rack as set forth in claim 37^wherein the mounting apertures of the base are 
located in the bottom plate, and the top wall includes access opening positioned over the 
mounting apertures. 
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39. A rack as set for|i in claim 37, wherein the bottom plate includes cut-outs 
odating the upright members, such that the lower ends of the upright members are 

obstructed. 

40. A rack for electricll equipment comprising: 

a base including access apertures for receiving wires therethrough and mounting 
apertures for securing the base to I floor upon which the rack is mounted; 

a pair of vertically extending upright members having lower ends secured to 
opposite sides of the base, each upmght member having a web, opposing first and second flanges 
projecting from the web, and openings for mounting electrical equipment thereon, wherein at 
least a portion of one of the flangesjof each of the upright members tapers towards the web from 
the lower ends of the upright members; 

separate flange reinforcing plates secured flat against interior surfaces of the 
flanges of the upright members and extending vertically from the lower ends of the upright 
members; 

a cross member extending between upper ends of the upright members; 

I 

at least one brace secured to the cross-member and extending through the web of 
each upright member, and secured to one of the flanges of each upright member; 


side channels extendinglat an angle between the base and the webs of the upright 


members; and 


a central channel extending horizontally between the side channels. 

41 . A rack as set forth in claim^O, wherein the reinforcing plates are attached to the 
flanges by welding. 
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42 A rack as set forth in &aim 40, wherein each of the reinforcing plates extends 
ut one-fifth the height of the upri ght members. 

43. A rack as set forth in claim 40, wherein the second flanges of the upright 
members each includes the tapered portion, a lower portion extending upwardly from the lower 
end of the upright member to the taperld portion, an upper portion extending downwardly from 
the upper end of the upright member tofthe tapered portion, and the tapered portion tapers 
towards the web from the lower portionKo the upper portion. 

44. A rack as set forth in claim 40, wherein each of the upright members further 
comprises a lip extending opposite the web from one of the first and the second flanges. 

45. A rack as set forth in claim 40, wherein the cross member comprises a web and 
first and second flanges extending downwardly from the web of the cross member, and wherein 
the at least one brace is secured to interioifsurfaces of the first flanges of the cross member and 
the upright members. 

46. A rack as set forth in claim ^0, wherein the base comprises a bottom plate, an end 
wall extending upwardly from the bottom plate and a top wall extending horizontally from the 
end wall above the bottom plate, wherein thl mounting apertures of the base are located in the 
bottom plate, and the top wall includes accesLopening positioned over the mounting apertures. 

47. A rack as set forth in claim 40, Wherein the base includes cut-outs accommodating 
the upright members, such that the lower ends of the upright members are unobstructed. 


48. A rack as set forth in claim 40, flfrther comprising angled inserts including 
vertical sections positioned against the upright members and horizontal sections positioned 
against the base, and wherein the side channels expend at an angle between the vertical and 
horizontal portions of the angle inserts. 
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